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Trafficdeathsincreasein 1998

Traffic deathswereup 1.9 percent in 1998, but al cohol-rel ated
deathsdropped dightly compared to 1997.

Those numbersareincluded inthefinal 1998 traffic report is-
sued by the Texas Department of Public Safety.

“Wewerediscouraged, but hardly surprised, by the number of
traffic deaths,” said DPS Director Col. Dudley M. Thomas. “We
need thedriving public’shelp to makeareal impact onthedegth toll
on Texasroads. Solong as peopleinsist on drinking and driving,
speeding, driving recklessy and not wearing safety belts, there’'s
only so much law enforcement cando.”

Therewere 3,576 traffic deathsin Texas|ast year, compared to
3,508in1997. Non-injury crashesjumped 5.6 percent and overal
collisonswereup .7 percent.

For thefifth year in arow, the percentage of peoplekilledin
alcohol-related crashes declined. In 1998, 29.6 percent of Texas
traffic fatalitieswere d cohol -rel ated—down 0.8 percent.

“It wasn’t much of adecrease, but we' |l notethe progressand
gofromthere,” said Thomas. “Hopefully, thelower .08 blood alco-
hol concentrationwill help bring that number down evenlower, where

(Please see page 4)

It’s SECC time—can you sparea dime?

The State Empl oyee Chari-
table Campaign (SECC) runs
through the end of October.
DPS employees gave arecord
$44,726 statewide last year,
with Austin, Corpus Christi,
Houston, Laredo, Midland/
Odessa, San Angelo and San
Antonio al having great cam-

pagns.
WEe're hoping for even bet-

ter participationsinceonly 11 of
the 22 campaign areas partici-
pated|ast year. Pleaselook at the
brochurefor your areaand con-
dder at least onecharity towhich
you can make a donation or
pledge.

For moreinformation, con-
tact campaign coordinator Beth
Warren inthe Public Informa-
tion Office, 700-225-5639.

Dear Fellow Employee:

Imageisanintangiblething, butit's
worth twicethe price of any tangible
object. How weare perceived—asin-
dividuals, state employees or as an
agency—isinvauable.

The DPS has always had agood
imagein Texasand acrossthe nation.
Recently, the Department hasbeenin-
volvedinsomehigh profile mattersthat
have added to the generally positive
imagethat weenjoy.

But likeany intangible, imageaso
isshort-lived. A positiveimage canbe
tarnished quicker thanyou get that first
dent on anew car. The DPStouches
thelivesof hundreds of thousands of
Texanseach year, from that teenager
who comesto adriver licenseofficeto
get hisfirst DL tothat motorist stopped
for speeding. Beyond that, hundredsof
usanswer telephonecalsfromthe pub-
lic, from peoplewith smplequestions
tothosecalling to voice complaintsor
offer atipinacrimina investigation.

| ask each of you, whenyou come
in contact with the public, to remem-
ber theDPS' three-word motto: Cour-
tesy, Service and Protection. Be cour-
teousindedingwiththepublic, evenif
someone does not extend that same
courtesy toyou. A badimageisnot a

pretty picture.
Ll S
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Short Shots

Tr. Il Richard Fernandez,
L&W Dd Rio, received aMeda of
Valor for hisbravery and heroic ef-
fortsduring flashfloodsthat ravaged
Del Rioin August 1998. Ridingin
the bucket of a front-end loader
driven by Ddl Rio City Water Works
Director Jim Palmer, Fernandez
hel ped answer the anguished criesof
frightened residents surrounded by
darknessand swirlingwaters. Heis
credited with hel ping rescue at least
seven people--including hisparents-
-from rooftops or from inside
flooded homes. Therescuevehicle
eventually sank inthefloodwaters
during arooftop rescue of ayoung
boy, but Fernandez and Palmer
swam the boy to safety and contin-
ued their rescueefforts. Plmer, who
was nominated by Lt. Michael
Thomson (HP San Angelo), re-
ceived a Director’s Award for his
efforts.

Tr. V. Tim Mollenkopf, HP
Seguin, received aMedal of Valor

ter during the October 1998 floods
in Guadal upe County. The raging
GuaddupeRiver swept thevictims
home downstream, forcing themto
spend the night and the next day on
apileof debris. Mallenkopf andtwo
gamewardens navigated the swift,
debris-filled water and the precari-
ousdebristo pluck theserioudy in-
jured man and his 11-year-old
daughter fromtheriver.

Mollenkopf and Fernandez
areonly thesxteenth and seventeenth
DPS employees to receive the
Department’ shighest honor.

“I know good police work
when | seeit,” pronounced Senior
Ranger Capt. Bruce Castedl, as
seven peoplewerehonoredfor their
role in the surrender of suspected
serid killer Angd Maurino Resendiz.
Texas Ranger Sgts. Drew Carter
(Houston), Brian Taylor (Bdlville)
and David Maxwell (Bay City) al
received Director’s Citations. FBI
Specid Agent Kimberly Wilkins, S.
I ngpector Robert Helwig of theU.S.
Marshals Service, Houston PD De-
tective Robert Huseman and Hous-
ton PD Sgt. Tom Ladd received

Director’s Citations. The awards
highlighted the cooperative, multi-
agency investigation of ninemurders
acrossthree statesand the negotia
tionsthat led to theend of the string
of murders. In one of the climatic
moments of theyear, Resendiz sur-
rendered to Carter, Wilkins and
Helwigat aninternationa bridgein
El Paso.

Tr. | Brian K. Smith, HP
Dimmitt, received aDirector’sCita
tionfor spearheading adramaticres-
cuewhen apickup wasswept off the
roadway in Castro County. Smith
disregarded his own safety and
plunged into the freezing water to
offer moral support to a man
stranded on afence post, neck deep
inthefloodwaters. He then coordi-
nated arescue plan and eventually
pulled the weakening man to safety
with the help of other rescue work-
ers. Smithwastreated for hypother-
miaafter yoending nearly 25 minutes
inthefrigid waters.

A decadeof serviceto DPSand
law enforcement culminated witha
Director’sCitation for forensican-
thropologist Dr. David M. Glassman.

after rescuing aman and hisdaugh-
On the

@E mend...

Youmight try tofindthetime
todrop someoldfriendsaline...

Tr. Kenneth Rushing, L&W
Conroe, continueshisremarkable
recovery from severeleginjuries
suffered when aMac truck trac-
tor crashed into himwhile hewas
making aroadsideinspection on
July 18, 1998. He camedanger-
oudy closetolosngoneaf hislegs
Today, after 10 operationsand 11

monthsinawhed chair, heisnow up
andwakingwiththeaid of awaker
andacane. “| haveagoodwifeand
agtrong determinationinmy mindto
get back to work someday,” Rush-
ingsays.

Tr. Dub Gillum, HP Granbury,
continues to make progress after
being shot six timeswhilemaking a
trafficstopon Oct. 1, 1998. Three
bulletsarestill with him fromthat at-
tack, including one near hisoptical
nerve. Gillum continuesto battlevi-
sion problems, especidly inhisright

eye, but is hopeful that time and
medica trestmentwill dlow himto
returntowork andfulfill hisdream
of becoming aSpecia Crimesin-
vestigator. Heiscurrently working
on getting awork releasewith re-
drictions

Former Tr. Richard Miller,
HP Athens, will soon beginanew
career asafinancid investment ad-
visor. Miller hastaken an occupa-
tional disability retirement after a
severekneeinjury sufferedinaflegt
crashin December 1997.
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Dr. Glassman, who chairsthe South-
west Texas State University Anthro-
pology Department, hasbeeninstru-
menta inmany murder investigations
and theidentification of numerous
crimevictims. The Texas Rangers,
Special Crimes Serviceand Crime
Laboratory Servicehavedl lauded
hisefforts, whichincluded numerous
lecturesat the DPS Training Acad-
emy. Glassman was nominated by
TexasRanger Chief BruceCasted.

Texasrulesnational L & W roost

Tr. David Palmer, L&W
Childress, walked away with top
honorsat the recent National Com-
petition Chalengein Tampa, Horida
The competition tested skills and
knowledge of federa motor carrier
regulations. Palmer best out 54 other
contestantsfromthe U.S. and other
countriesinthreedifferentingoection
areas. ItisthefirsttimeaDPSrep-
resentative haswonfirst placeat the
event.

Letter: Tr. Goodwin and family
Intheaftermath of theaccident |
wasinvolvedinover the July 4" holi-
day weekend, my family and | found
great comfort in the support were-
ceived from the department. The
kind words, thoughts, and prayers
fromfriendswill not beforgotten. |
am proud to serveinan organization
that is made up of such a caring
bunch of people. Thank you again
for your support!
Sncerdly,
Floyd T. Goodwin |1
HP, Texas City

Takingthe SWAT team by storm
If you' reinterestedinjoiningthe

1-800-525-5555

1-800-346-3243

1-800-772-7677

SWAT team, ateam member selec-
tionisscheduled for 8a.m Nov. 1.
Any commissioned officer withthe
DPS who has completed recruit
school and is stationed in Travis
County, or within two contiguous
counties, isligibleto apply. Submit
aletter throughthe chain of command
to: SWAT Team Commander, 9000
IH-35, Austin, TX 78753. Appli-
cantswill haveto meet physicdl fit-
ness standards, undergo firearms
testing and participatein apsycho-
logical interview. Notify Doug
Vance, SWAT Team Commande,
of your intentionto apply before Oct.
15. He can be reached at (512)
873-3159.

Survey says......

The Department will onceagain
participatein the Survey of Organi-
zationd Excellence. DPSemployees
should receiveaquestionnaireinthe
mail by themiddleof themonth. The
Univerdty of Texassurvey will dlow
anonymous employee feedback
about the Department’s strengths
and weaknesses. You are strongly

Toll-free DPS numbers:
& Roadway emergenciesor drug trafficking:

I
I
I
I
@ Crime Stoppers: 1-800-252-TIPS I
@ Concealed Handgun Licensing: 1-800-224-5744 |
2 Motorcycle Safety: 1-800-292-5787 :
@ Missing Persons Clearinghouse: |

I
2 Railroad crossing malfunctions: :

I

I

@ Marijuana cultivation: 1-800-868-6274

encouraged to taketimeto document
your thoughts.

Y 2K Ready

The Department’scomputer sys-
temsareready for the new millen-
nium. Information Management Ser-
vice employees, outside contractors
and users of the applications have
spent thelast year-and-a-half mak-
ingsureDPS' computer systemswill
function properly inthe year 2000.
The driver license system, CCH
(computerized criminal history),
TCIC (Texas Crime Information
Center), TLETS (Texas Law En-
forcement TelecommunicationsSys-
tem) and accounting and human re-
sources applications have been
tested and are up and running on
Y 2K -compliant software and hard-
ware. Theproject wascompleted on
timeand within budget. However,
therewill becontinuing Y 2K work
through early 2000.

Operation Motorcide
Atleast 40 peoplediedintraffic
crashesduring thelong Labor Day



holiday. That includestwo people
who died after the weekend from
injuries sustained during the
Motorcidetime period. The DPS
had estimated that 39 people could
dieduringtheholiday. Thiswasthe
fourth straight year that 40 or more
peoplehave perished on Texasroad-
waysduring the Labor Day week-
end.

CHL reciprocity agreement
reached with Arizona

Arizonaisthelatest stateto en-
ter into aconceal ed handgun reci-
procity agreement with Texas.
Texas now recognizes concealed
handgun licensesfrom Arizona, Ar-
kansas, L ouisiana and Oklahoma,
andviceversa.

Another FBI graduate

Sgt. Garth Davis, HP Austin,
represented the DPS at the 198"
session of the FBI National Acad-
emy in Quantico, VA. Davisisthe
third DPS officer to graduate from
the FBI Nationa Academy thisyear.

Hit thelinks
Participantscaledthefirst DPS
Golf Committee Tournament asuc-
cess. Thetournament wasplayed at
acoursein Elgin. Moretournaments
areplanned, and DPSersacrossthe
dateareinvited to participate. Please
call Al Saenz at 512-424-5145 to
play inthe next tournament.
|

Call 512-
Y

424-7777
|

for the
inside scoop!

Mile Markers

40-year Service Award
C.B.1sbdl, Inspector 11, Veh.
Insp. Sve., Beaumont.

Adminigtration Promotions

Tavia M. Wendlandt, Prog.
Adminigrator [V, HRAugtinto Asst.
Magr., Bldg. ProgramsAustin.

TLE Promotions

Arthur R. Garza, Cap. Pol.
Officer 11, Austinto Sgt., Cap. Pol.
Audin.

Retirements

Richard Dale Burger, Tr. V,
MVI Augtin, 37 yrs., 4mos., 8days,
LindaFrancesHer zog, Shift Supr.,
FP&R Bureau Austin, 30 yrs., 6

mos., 28 days, George Leroy
Milner, Jr., Prog. Supr., IMSAus-
tin, 25 yrs., 27 days, Melva Sue
Ander son, Office Coordinator, TLE
Chief’sgtaff Austin, 20yrs., 3mos,,
13 days, Roberta Helms, DL
Tech., DL Augtin, 14 yrs., 6 mos.;

Ross Hamilton Powell, Jr.,
Cpl.V,L&W Greenville, 30yrs., 2
mos., 8days; Jean Ann Riley, DL
Tech., DL New Braunfels, 27 yrs,,
10 mos., 28 days, Guillerma B.
Solis, DL Tech., DL Houston, 6yrs.,
9mos.; AnnaMarieKovar, Of-
ficeSupr., FHeet Op., Audtin, 28yrs.,,
7 Mos.

Deaths

Richard Faught, ret. Admin.
Tech. I, DIC Austin (May 1959 to
Sept. 1988) died Aug. 31.

What would the perfect DPS
home pagewould ook like?

The DPS Webpage
Committeeeislooking for afew
good designs. We need your
entry ondisk, including all files,
by 5 p.m. on Oct. 29.

Cadlling all DPSwebpage designers!

Contact Roy Reyna at
Roy.Reyna@txdps.state.tx.us or
512-424-2918 for information.

If your design is chosen, you
will receive specia recognition
and the gratitude of your fellow
employees.

Traffic fatalities, from page 1

itbelongs.”

Therewere also some positive
sgnsontheseat bt front. Thenum-
ber of people killed who were not
properly restrained decreased to 46
percent—compared to 52 percent
theyear before.

The number of motorcyclists
killed rose 31 percentin 1998. The
number of peoplekilled who were
not wearing their helmetsincreased

53 percent. Pedestrian fatalities
were up four percent.

For thethird year inarow, there
were no deathless days on Texas
roadways.

An Aug. 20, 1998 wreck in
Duva County had the highest death
toll—eight peoplewerekilled when
two pick-ups collided and caught
fire. Alcohol and atireblowout were
listed ascauses.



